
Are you, or someone you know, a fledgling writer, photographer or artist?? If so, please consider  submitting material for future 
SHEEP NEWS  issues. Remember, this is a member driven publication, we want to see what you are up to out there! Please 
send submissions electronically to Sarah Ruckelshaus at sarah@ruckelshaus.com Submissions are accepted any time for future 
issues. 
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Dear MSB Members, 
 
Happy Autumn greetings from the Presidentõs desk. 
  
Congratulations to Ashley Stevens for being chosen winner of the MSBA $500.00 
scholarship. There were seven applicants this year, making the selection tough for 
the committee. We would like to thank all the applicants and encourage them to 
reapply next year. 
  
On behalf of the MSBA, I would like to thank Connie DeLamater for her  
continued dedication to the organization. Connie has been treasurer for thirteen 
years. Connie was honored at the last board meeting and was awarded a plaque 
for an outstanding job. Connie will remain an active member of MSBA but she 
will be missed and we wish her all the best!. 

  
 
 
 
Just a reminder that our annual banquet will be October 
24,2009 at the Howard County Fair Grounds. If you 
would like to contribute to the door prizes, please feel free 
to do so.  
 
Come and expect good food, good friends and lots of 
sheep talk! Robert and Ashley Dinsmore will be our guest 
speakers. We are excited to hear about their latest  
adventures. 
  
Hope your show season was successful and fun.  Looking 
forward to lambing season this winter. 
 
 
Joe Frey 
President MSB 

From the President's Desk  
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
President 
Joe Frey  19206 Poffenberger Road, Hagerstown, MD 21740            301-991-5826       freysheepfarm@aol.com 
Vice President  
Fred Ziegler                              323 John Hyde Road, New Windsor, MD 21776                410-857-3529         frederick.ziegler@us.army.mil 
Secretary  
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Steve Hobbs                             1317 Colesberg Street, Silver Spring, MD 20905                   301-384-3150           jmhobbs@verizon.net 
Trebs Thompson                 3315 Steele Road, Newark, DE 19702                 302-836-4225            trebstoy@aol.com  
 
2010 Directors 
Steve Archer  P.O. Box 322, Darlington, MD 21034   410-879-9777     archerfarmsinc@verizon.net 
Jeff Hevner  1985 Hagerstown Lane, Keymar, MD 21757  410-775-2095 
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2011 Directors 
 
Tom Mullinix            1120 Clearview Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791            410-775-2894      mvhinc@aol.com 
Kelly Vorac 5814 Broad Run Road, Jefferson, MD 21755  240-446-0996  KC137f@yahoo.com 
Amy Miller 12815A Woodsboro Pike, Keymar, MD 21757  301-845-2347   sheepgirl24@hotmail.com 
Don Pilson 7324A Kellys Store Road, Thurmont, MD 21788  410-760-3964 pushbac@comcast.net 
 
Membership Chair: Kris Thorne 2367 Carrollton Road, Westminster, MD 21157  410-848-6971      thornefarm@comcast.net   
 
MSBA Sheep News Editor/Website Coordinator 
 
Sarah Ruckelshaus  24420 Chestertown Road, Chestertown, MD 21620 410-778-4669 sarah@ruckelshaus.com 

PAGE 2 VOLUME 39, ISSUE 4  

Board meetings are on the second Tuesday in March, June, September, and December  

The annual membership fee for the Maryland Sheep Breeders  

Association is $25. The membership year runs from October 

through September. If you take your wool to the Maryland Wool 

Pool, membership in MSBA is deducted on wool sales over $40. 

Dues for membership received prior to June 1 will be accepted as 

paid through September 30. Dues received June 1 and later 

(including dues deducted at the Maryland Wool Pool) will be   

accepted as paid through September 30.                                    

For more information, please contact the membership chair. 

Membership Reminder  

Sarah Ruckelshaus 2009 



MSBA Annual Dinner  
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DID YOU KNOW? 
òManaged or 

"prescribed" 

grazing is good for 

the environment. 

A grass-covered 

sod is the best 

protection against 

soil erosion and 

runoff. 

  

YOU CAN HELP SAVE 
POSTAGE FOR MSBA 
AND TREES FOR THE 

WORLD! 
RECEIVE YOUR 

MSBA SHEEP NEWS 
VIA E-MAIL  

(PDF FORMAT) 
ITõS EASY! 

CONTACT EDITOR 
SARAH 

RUCKELSHAUS AT 
SARAH 

@RUCKELSHAUS.COM 
FOR DETAILS  

 

Saturday October 24 2009 
Howard County Fair Dining Hall 
  
Social Hour 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
Hors-devours & Drinks 
Dinner 7:00 PM 
MENU 
Boneless Smoked Leg of Lamb 
Pit Beef 
Grilled Chicken Breasts 
Mashed Potatoes / Gravy 
Green Beans 
Tossed Salad w/ two dressings 
Dessert 
Cost - $15.00 for Adults $7.50 for Children 12 and under 
Come Join Us For: 
Annual Membership Meeting 
Election of new Officers 
Recognition of Annual Scholarship Recipient  
Shepherd of the Year 
Presentation by Robert and Ashley Dinsmore  
Door Prizes 
Fun and Fellowship 
  
Invitations will be mailed by the end of September. 

BALANCE SHEEP RATIONS ONLINE  
Montana State Universityõs Sheep Ration Program (www.msusheepration.montana.edu) is 
designed to assist producers in matching available feedstuffs with the animalõs nutritional 
needs.  With the program, you can:  

View sheep nutritional requirements 

View the standard nutrient content of more than 300 feeds 

Enter custom feed values based on laboratory results 

Balance a ration for sheep at various life cycle stages 
Find answers to frequently asked nutritional questions. 
MSU Feed Ration is a free on-line program that does not require any specific type of software. To 
use the program all you need is a computer capable of accessing the Internet.  
 
The program is based in part on nutritional recommendations adapted from "Nutrient Require-
ments of Sheep," Sixth Revised Edition, 1985, by the National Research Council. 
 
Goat rations can be balanced online using Langston University's nutrient requirement calculators 
at http://www.luresext.edu/goats/research/nutr_calc.htm .  

http://www.msusheepration.montana.edu
http://www.luresext.edu/goats/research/nutr_calc.htm


 

Tesco has told farmers, who supply the supermarket giant with 
lamb, to stop using the dogs unless they can be retrained to be 
"more    considerate" towards the flock. 

The shepherds have reacted with outrage, and claimed up to 60 
dogs have now joined the ranks of the unemployed. Welfare 
experts    expressed bafflement that the centuries-old tradition 
of moving sheep around with the use of a scurrying, yapping dog 
could upset the sheep. 

However, Tesco was adamant that one of its largest suppliers in New Zealand, Silver Fern Farms in Fairton, should stop using dogs to herd 
sheep into the abattoir. Unlike in Britain, most abattoirs are attached to farms in New Zealand, ensuring the farm does not need to truck its 
flock down the motorway to a slaughterhouse. The supermarket wants the shepherds to wave their arms, beat sticks or wave flags, to move 
the sheep into the abattoir. The surprise order from Tesco, which comes into force next week, came to light thanks to a letter sent to the 
Daily Telegraph by an upset reader. 

Mick Petheram, one of the shepherds, said: "New Zealand sheep are used to dogs, they know dogs. There's more stress in a human herding 
and manhandling them, waving their arms and beating sticks. Dogs are part of a sheep's life. This is absolute baloney." 

He said that he and his fellow workers would have to sell their dogs, 
or worse, put them down. "We'll be desperately trying to sell them, 
but most of us will end up putting down three or four each. These 
are bloody good dogs. Taking away our dogs is like taking a hammer 
away from a builder; we can't do our job without them," he said. 

New Zealand is the biggest source of lamb in Britain at this time of 
year, and it is understood that the Silver Fern Farms is one of Tesco's 
biggest suppliers. It was visited by Tesco buyers earlier this year, 
who were "upset" at seeing the dogs "running riot", according to a 
spokesman for the supermarket. 

The National Farmers' Union said that it was not aware of any re-
search indicating that farm animals suffered stress because of sheep-
dogs. "Sheepdogs are trained specifically to herd sheep and in some 
cases cattle and we have heard no problems about them being harm-
ful to the animals," a spokesman said. 

Tesco stood by its decision. "We don't have a problem with sheep dogs, but we need to make sure they move the sheep in a considerate 
manner, so they don't stress the sheep out," said a spokesman.  

Scientists have found some evidence that if animals that are "stressed" immediately before slaughter the pH level of the meat increases, cre-
ating a pale, watery cut. 

Leading animal welfare charity the RSPCA said it had concerns about the anxiety suffered by sheep as they are circled and pursued by dogs, 
but did not believe a ban was necessary. 

By Harry Wallop and Matthew Moore ñ Telegraph.co.uk  
Originally Published: 6:13PM BST 03 Apr 2009 
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New Zealand shepherds stop using dogs  



Continuing with providing various delivery methods of educational information, the Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program launched online courses so 
sheep enthusiasts can keep current in the comfort of their own home or office. 

The most popular course is the Introduction to Sheep Management course.  This course is the online version of the successful home study course 
that provides an overview of year long sheep management.  The course also studies the philosophy of sheep management and its relationship to 
business goals.  Introduction to Sheep Management course is a 14 lesson self paced course with continuous enrollment.  This is a one credit course 
that has no text book required.  The 14 lesson topics include: 

 
1)      Getting Started in the Sheep Business 

2)      Your Ewes, Your Rams and Their Health 

3)      Breeding Strategies 

4)      Lamb Feeding 

5)      Facilities and Equipment 

6)      Ewe Flock Economics 

7)      Wool 

8)      Pre-Lambing Management 

9)      Lambing Time Management, Difficult Births, Baby Lamb Health 

10)  Orphan or Bonus Lambs, Grafting 

11)  Creeps and Creep Feeding 

12)  Weaning and Weaning Methods 

13)  Fitting and Showing Sheep 

14)  Raising Versus Buying Replacement Ewes 

 
  Other online course offerings include: 

X  Equipment and Facilities (LWMP 1202) 

X  Introduction to Sheep Health (LWMP 1300) 

X  Ewe Ration Formulation (LWMP 1502) 

X  Wool Characteristics and Properties (LWMP 1701) 

 
We are currently taking registration for these courses.  

 
Online sheep management courses are an excellent opportunity for youth and adults to learn more about sheep production within their own home 
or community.  These five courses are offered each fall beginning the first part of October.  

 
The Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program is a sheep management education/consulting program offered by Minnesota West Community and Tech-
nical College located at Pipestone, Minnesota.  The purpose of the program is to help sheep producers increase income and profit through the pro-
duction of quality lamb and wool. To maximize the profit per ewe and realize the full potential of all sheep through use of modern management 
practices, new technologies and new approaches to marketing of both lamb and wool. 

 
For more information visit the Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program web page www.pipestonesheep.com or contact one of the Lamb and Wool 
instructors, Philip Berg, philip.berg@mnwest.edu ,  (507) 825-6799  (507) 825-6799 or Mike Caskey, mike.caskey@mnwest.edu,  (507) 825-
6808  (507) 825-6808 .   To register for one of the on-line courses contact Sue Lovell  (507) 847-7929  (507) 847-7929 , sue.lovell@mnwest.edu 
or register on-line at www.mnwest.edu/formmail/formdl.htm 

Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program  
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http://www.pipestonesheep.com
mailto:philip.berg@mnwest.edu
mailto:mike.caskey@mnwest.edu
mailto:sue.lovell@mnwest.edu
http://www.mnwest.edu/formmail/formdl.htm
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Mark Your Calendar:  Lambing and Kidding School 

University of Maryland Extension holds a bi-annual lambing and kidding school at different locations in Maryland. The 2009 
school will be held on Saturday, November 21 at the Holiday Inn in Waldorf, Maryland. This year's main speaker will be Dr. 
Susan Kerr, an Extension Educator from Washington State University. Dr. Kerr earned a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from 
Cornell University and received a Ph.D. in education from Kansas State University. She has been engaged nationally with the 4
-H animal science curriculum. 

 

All topics will relate to lambing and kidding. The program will be suitable for youth and adults and beginning and experienced 
sheep and goat producers. Registration details will be available in the next newsletter. 

 

The Summer 2009 issue of Wild & Woolly (the quarterly Maryland Sheep/Goat Producer newsletter) has been posted to the 

web at  http://www.sheepandgoat.com/news/index.html. 

Upcoming workshops and events of note  

October 24-24 
Hands-on Small Ruminant Care 
Mifflin County Youth Park, Reedsville, PA 
Info: www.pasafarming.org 
 
October 24 
Annual Mid-Atlantic Hair Sheep Sale 
Mifflin County Fairgrounds, Reedsville, Pennsylvania 
Info: http://hairsheepsale.blogspot.com 
Pennsylvania Sheep Symposium òSurviving the Economyó 
Livestock Evaluation Center, PA Furnace, PA 
Cornell Sheep & Goat Symposium 
Morrison Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
Info: http://www.sheep.cornell.edu/calendar/sgsymposium/
program.html 
Maryland Sheep Breeders Association Annual Meeting and Banquet 
Carroll County Ag Center, Westminster, MD 
Info: mail.msba@gmail.com  

October 25 
Beginning Shepherdõs Workshop 
Penn State Sheep Center, University Park, PA 
Info: Joanne Evans at  (717) 485-0532  (717) 485-0532 or ge-
netic@innernet.net or Kathy Soder at  (814) 669-1374  (814) 669-
1374 or kbarkfarm@earthlink.com 

November 21 
2009 Lambing and Kidding School 
Holiday Inn, Waldorf, Maryland 
Info: Susan Schoenian at  (301) 432-2767  (301) 432-2767 x343 or 
sschoen@umd.edu  
 
January 20-23, 2010 
American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) Annual Convention 
Sheraton Nashville Downtown, Nashville, TN 
Info: www.sheepusa.org 

TEXELS for SALE  
  

Ram Lambs & Ewe lamb  

Born March 2009  
Healthy & Strong!                      
Pictures Available 

Fools Gold Farm  

Howard County, MD  
Beth Cobleigh 410-531-6210 

E-mail: p6210@msn.com 

http://www.sheepandgoat.com/news/index.html
http://www.pasafarming.org/our-work/educational-outreach/field-days-and-intensive-learning-programs/hands-on-small-ruminant-care
http://hairsheepsale.blogspot.com
http://www.sheep.cornell.edu/calendar/sgsymposium/program.html
http://www.sheep.cornell.edu/calendar/sgsymposium/program.html
mailto:mail.msba@gmail.com
mailto:genetic@innernet.net
mailto:genetic@innernet.net
mailto:kbarkfarm@earthlink.com
mailto:sschoen@umd.edu
http://www.sheepusa.org
mailto:p6210@msn.com
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Ingredients:  

 

2 Tbsp. Cornstarch 

2 cups cold water 

4 Tbsp. Soy sauce, divided 

 

1 bunch chopped broccoli 

3 medium julienned carrots 

2 Tbsp. Canola oil 

1 lb. Boneless lamb steak, cut into thin strips 

3 garlic cloves, minced 

½ tsp. ground Pepper 

2 medium bell peppers, cut into strips 

2 medium onions, halved & sliced 

1 medium zucchini (or yellow summer squash), sliced 

1 ½ cup cashews 

 

2 cups hot cooked rice 

Method:  

 

In a small bowl, combine cornstarch, 
water and 2 Tbsp. Soy sauce until 
smooth; set aside.  

 

In a very large skillet or wok, stir-fry 
broccoli and carrots in 1 tbsp of oil until 
vegetables begin to soften. Add lamb, 
garlic, pepper and remaining soy sauce. 
Stir fry until meat is no longer pink. 
Remove and keep warm. 

 

In the same pan; stir-fry peppers, onions, 
and squash in remaining oil until crisp-
tender. Return lamb mix to pan. Stir cornstarch mixture and add to 
the pan. Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or until        
thickened. Stir in cashews.  Serve with rice. 

Ashley Stevens hails from Frederick, Maryland and is a       
sophomore at Frederick Community College.  Next fall 
she will transfer to the University of Maryland College Park to 
study Agriculture and Extension Education, with the goal of 
becoming a 4-H extension educator. 
 
Ashley started with sheep eleven years ago, when she was 
eight. She had two Suffolk cross market lambs which were 
given to her by an aunt and uncle. From there a true passion 
was born. She has shown market lambs for eleven years in 4-H 
and began a Suffolk breeding program when she was twelve 
years old.  Four years ago Ashley started breeding, raising, and 
showing Cheviots. With the Cheviots not only has she had a 
great time showing, but has enjoyed meeting many people in 
our industry from across the country.   

 
Ashley recently served as 
the National Cheviot 
Queen, and is   currently 
the president for the Na-
tional Junior Cheviot As-
sociation.  Ashley has 
served as the Maryland 
Lamb and Wool Queen, 
an experience she will 
never forget.  
 

Submitted by Kelly Cole 

From Amy's Kitchen          Cashew Lamb Stir Fry  

 

MSBA Scholarship Winner  

Tested and Submitted by MSBA Member Amy Miller. 


